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PARSONSõ POINT OF VIEW 
       

Last week I was just simply drenched in fabulous worship when I took full advantage of one of the privi-

leged perks of being a minister in the Presbyterian Church:  the mandated two weeks of study leave 

with continuing education allowance.  I traveled to Nashville and attended THE FESTIVAL OF HOMILET-

ICS, an annual interdenominational event attended by over 1,000 clergy from a variety of denomina-

tions-- predominately Presbyterian, Lutheran, Episcopal, United Church of Christ plus a smattering of 

Baptist and United Church of Canada pastors. 

 

In 4 and ½ days, I attended 8 worship services, 7 lectures, 3 musical concerts, heard 14 different 

speakers  stayed with and visited friends from Vanderbilt Divinity School days, and took advantage of 

some fabulous Nashville restaurants and divesñnot one òchainó in the bunch! 

 

The services of worship were stirring, creative, meaningful and LOUD!  I would say that at least 90% of 

all ministers sing well and sing loudly!  I am in the 10% who cannot sing well, but I can sing out and did!  

At the conference there was no shyness or fear about trying out new hymns from all over the world and 

from singing òold-timeyó gospel hymns and òwhite male European onesó as well.  During any one wor-

ship service we were accompanied by organ and/or piano and/or electric guitars.  Some of the songs 

and choral responses  I canõt wait to share with LPC and others I will not care if I ever sing them again. 

 

What I appreciated was that behind each worship service was a group of worship planners and leaders 

who worked very hard to prayerfully and creatively put together the puzzle pieces of worship to create 

channels through which the Spirit of God could move, touch, and transform lives! 

 

Order and ardor, tradition and innovation, preservation and changeñare counter-movements that were 

woven throughout all the services of worship in Nashville and that I feel called to weave in Leesburg! 

Let me know what you think (and feel!). 
 
 

       

      Grace and peace, 

             Debbie 
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News from the Session 

 

Members of the Session in 2010 are Jim Barnes 

(Clerk), Stuart Brown, Frank Gasperini, Jason 

Hovda, William Marsh, Donita Petersen, Pam Pois-

son, Holly Rhodes, Chuck Rodgers, John Sawyer, 

Beth Shockley, Kathi Stone and Bill Wingardner.  

Rev. Debbie Parsons serves as Moderator. 

 

Among actions taken by the Session in May: 

 

Voted to recommend to the Congregation that 

the terms of church officers be changed so that 

the terms run from June through May; sched-

uled a Congregational meeting to be held after 

the 10:00 service on June 20th, to present this 

recommendation to the congregation for a vote. 

 

Agreed that, as an operating guideline, church 

officers should not serve consecutive terms. 

 

Voted that the church begin its summer sched-

ule of one 10:00 a.m. worship service on June 

20th, and return to two services on September 

12th. 

 

Elected Nancy Vanzandt to serve as Chair of the 

Preschool Board. 

 

Moved the stated Session meetings to the third 

Tuesday of the month, beginning June 15th. 

 

The Session offered commendations for: 

 

Bill Wingardner for his willingness to lead this 

yearõs stewardship campaign; 

 

The youth of the church for the excellent Youth 

Sunday services; and 

 

Sheila Finney for her faithfulness in taking a 

food basket to Interfaith Relief every week. 

 
 

Circle I 

 
Circle One will meet on June 

10th, at 10:00 a.m. for an end

-of-the year brunch.  Bring your 

favorite breakfast dish  to 

share with others.  Contact 

Laura Herring at 703-777-

7639 if you have any questions. 

 

Emma Clemens and Ruth Circles 

 

Emma Clemens and Ruth Circles will meet on Wednes-

day, June 2nd, at 7:30 pm in the church library.  This 

year we are studying the book of Joshua. 

 

All women are welcome to attend the monthly meet-

ings.  We meet on the first Wednesday of the month.  

LPC Book Club 
 

We've enjoyed many interesting 
and eye-opening books this past 
year.  
 
Our final book for this Spring is 
The Forgotten Garden by Kate 
Morton.  We will meet in the 

Lounge on Friday, June 11th, at 9:30 a.m.  At this 
meeting we will discuss our reading list for the Fall.  
Bring your suggestions.  Please join us for fellow-
ship and discussion.  Contact Jennifer Marsh with 
any questions (703-779-0042, jmclean-
marsh@hotmail.com). 

E-Newsletter Offers Weekly Updates 

 

Have you signed up for the weekly e-

newsletter updates on our website?  All 

you have to do is go to the churchõs web-

site at www.leesburgpresbyterian.org..  In 

the upper right hand corner of the home 

page is a little square for you to insert 

your email address and you will receive 

the weekly email. 

mailto:jmcleanmarsh@hotmail.com
mailto:jmcleanmarsh@hotmail.com
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What is Baobab Blast?  Itõs our 2010 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

When Will We Meet?  Monday, July 12th through Friday, July 16th  

from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00  

at Leesburg Presbyterian Church  

Who can come?  Children age 4 through grade 5 from  

Leesburg Presbyterian and St. James Episcopal Church...Friends are welcome!  

What does it cost?  Registration is $15 for the entire week which  

includes stories, a music CD, recreation and snacks.  

How can I be a part of the Baobab Blast?  Fill out a registration form in  

Fellowship Hall or send a form in to the church office.  

What if I have more questions?  Call Heidi Renner or Karen Werner  

 

REGISTER TODAY FOR FUN!  FUN!  FUN! AT VBS 2010  

Church School End of the Year Happening 

Sunday, June 13th at 9:45 a.m. 

Church School Teacher Recognition at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Preschool children through Senior Highs are invited to their Sunday Church School rooms at 9:45 a.m. to 

prepare for òthe happening.ó   

 

We will meet in Fellowship Hall at 10:10 a.m. for Jesusõ Parables Abridged.  There will be presentations, 

music and food for EVERYONE.   

 

Parents and friends of children are invited to be a part of the happening. 



 

 

Church Menõs Night Out 

 

Several months ago a group of LPC men gathered for fellowship, brats, and 

snacks.  These outings will occur occasionally as òhostsó are moved to plan 

them.   

 

We currently have a very incomplete email list which has resulted in the invi-

tation process being very hit-or-miss.   

 

If you have not heard of our informal group, it was not intentional; it is be-

cause we donõt have a working email address for you.  If you would like to be 

kept informed of opportunities and/or might want to be a host, please give us 

your email address. 

 

To date, 2010 events have been on Thursday evenings, but other options can be discussed. 

 

You will find a blue form in the pews to fill out with your email address and put in the offering plate or give 

it to Frank Gasperini. 
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GUESS WHOõS COMING FOR APPETIZERS! 
 

Saturday, June 12th, 6:00 ð 8:00 pm 
 

Child-care provided at church 
 

 

When: 6:00-8:00 PM 

Saturday, June 12th 

Where: At a church memberõs home near you 

What: An unforgettable night of fabulous food, stimulating  conversation 

 and lots of fun! 

SIGN UP TODAY!!!!   Bring your tastiest sweet or savory appetizer to share and enjoy a memorable night of conversa-

tion and fellowship. The purpose of the evening is to provide an opportunity for our church community to gather in groups 
at members homes.  Whether you are a long time member, new member, or regular attendee, the evening will provide a 
delightful occasion to make new friends and meet new people. Singles, couples, old and young are encouraged to sign up. 
Complete the RSVP form in the Sunday Bulletin or call the church office sign up. Your host will contact you the week of 
June 6 to discuss the menu and details of the evening. Prepare for a relaxed and casual evening! Questions? Contact 

Donita Petersen at 703-771-7073. 

Need a sitter for the kids? Contact Rebecca Caprio at 703-737-6363 for information and to make a reservation for child-

care being offered at the church for newborn-age 12.   

 



 

 

 

SUMMER   

SCHEDULE BEGINS 
June 20th  

One Worship Service ñ 10:00 AM 

CONGRATUATIONS GRADUATES! 
 

College Graduates 

Jonathan Adcock 

Amanda Franklin 

Heidi Moats 

Libby Parsons 
 

High School Graduates 

Will Barnes 

Melissa Conway 

Callie Grant 

Courtney Jackson 

Brook Nelson 

Hannah Ritsema 

Addie Rodgers 

Corinne Spivey 

 

Parents and Students! 

 

There are funds available 

through gifts given in the past in 

which the growth and income is 

designated for Advanced Education.  The funds are 

managed by the Endowment Committee (formerly 

Trustees).  The funds available for this use are the Gil-

mour Congregation Fund, the Margaret Titus Dudley 

Trust and the H. Stanley Newman Estate. 
 

An application is required and can be picked up at the 

Church Office or on the small table outside of the of-

fice.   
 

Applications must be returned to the church to the at-

tention of Hal Glovier by August 1, 2010. 

 

 

Annual All Church Picnic  

Sunday, June 20  12  Noon  Meadowkirk Pavilion   

The annual Church picnic begins at 12:00pm with a potluck lunch beginning immediately. The Deacons will provide 

fried chicken,  drinks, and chips.  Members will complete the buffet by signing up to bring a cold side dish, dessert 

or make a $10.00 contribution. The Sunday Bulletin will have all the details and sign up information.  
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NEW MEMBERS 

Dave & Sharon Schmidt 

You are cordially invited to join the Leesburg 
Presbyterian Church for a Sunday  lunch gather-
ing at Wegmans on~ June 27, July 25, August 22  

 
The Evangelism and Membership Committee is 
excited about summer! �³ School is out, the pace of 
life a little slower, and one worship service at 
10am.  
 
For this short period of time each year we gather 
together at a single  service. The sanctuary is 
filled with smiling faces �³ some familiar and oth-
�H�U�V���Q�H�Z�����:�H���F�D�Q�·�W���O�H�W���W�K�L�V���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���V�O�L�S���E�\�����:�H��
hope you can join us for one or all of the Summer 
Sunday Lunch Dates. No reservation required. 
Everyone is welcome �³ members, visitors, friends, 
singles, families, senior citizens, teenagers, and 
babies!  
 

How it works -  
 
After worship feel free to have some coffee and 
visit with folks at Simple Sabbath fellowship. In 
fact, you might want to extend a personal invita-
tion to someone to join us for the Lunch Date. We 
will meet in the church lounge at 11:15 and then 
depart for Wegmans. There is something for eve-
ryone at Wegmans plus upstairs is a huge dining 
area where our group can dine together.  
 

 We hope you can join us!  

Pentecost Sunday 

May 23, 2010 
 

 

On Pentecost Sunday, there 

was a brief moment when peo-

ple were òspeaking in tonguesó 

as  part of the two services. We 

would like to recognize these 

òprime time playersó and to 

thank each one for their partici-

pation and for enhancing the 

experience. 

 

The speakers were: Pat Ahrens, Pat Kropp, Sally Na-

than, Tom Chase, Sophia Spivey, Nora Pamboukian, 

Maral Amado, Ray McHenry, Dana Huntley, John Saw-

yer, Allison Tompkins, Lena Franklin, Ben Franklin, 

Connie Niccolls, Judy Beck, Shirley Pearson, Becky 

Sweet and Paul Ritsema. 

 

The languages spoken included French, German, Ital-

ian, Spanish, Armenian, Arabic, Welsh, Russian, Viet-

namese, Latin, and English.  Thank you.  

The Pentecost Offering  
 

The Pentecost Offering was received on May 23r. 

The total received as of Monday, May 24, 2010 was 

$1,309 .  This offering will provide for programs serv-

ing children at risk and youth.  Forty per cent of this 

offering will be used for the R.O.C.K. program, a spe-

cial recreational program  which offers creative rec-

reation for children ages 5-12 (after school and dur-

ing the summer). It serves four housing/

developments in Loudoun.  Thanks to everyone for 

their generosity.  

Almost Heavenñ 

West Virginia 

Youth Mission 2010 
 

This year the youth are ready to 
take to the country roads leading 
�W�R���:�H�V�W���9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�¶�V��
Youth Mission Trip.   

 

From June 27 through July 3, our hardy team of LPC youth 
�D�Q�G���D�G�X�O�W�V���Z�L�O�O���M�R�L�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���3�U�H�V�E�\�W�H�U�\���R�I���:�H�V�W���9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�¶�V��
Advocacy & Workcamps, Inc. in their mission to partner with 
those in need whose lives have been devastated by natural 
disasters or by the disaster of poverty in areas of West Vir-
ginia.   

 

There will be a commissioning service on Sunday, June 27, 
at 10:00.  Thank you for partnering with us through your 
prayers and generous support. 
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