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Lately | have begun reading a book written by two pastors entitl€tdis Odd and Wondrous Callifigd he

Public and Private Lives of Two MinistersOne of the authors, Martin Copenhaver, (Lillian Daniel is the

ot her) describes this book as a o0love |l etter to
ades so much has been written about clergy buout and the nearly impossible to ovecome challenges

of happily pastoringeves hr i nki ng but mor e demandi Qlyistendom cog-r e g
text. To then read testimonies of two mainline and progressive pastors who love their work and their con-
gregations is not only refreshing but shocking as well!

Their reflections remind me how privileged | am to serve as a minister of the Presbyterian Church USA
and specifically of this congregation. I am inv
important milestonegithe birth of a child, joining of two individuals in marriage, confirmations, gradua-

tions, good reports from doctorBand to help them place these events within the gracious context of
Godds providential <care. As a minister, | 6dm al
i n a | i ftheddeathjofcalchild) theyloss of a marriage, a job, a dream, the difficulty of parenting a
troubled child-and to point to the presence and power of God in the midst of grief and suffering.

| m al so a orare birddé who gets to hang out with

parents, to o0off the nesters, o6 to the elderly an
in |ife. And I dm al so reminded to be thankful
And in the best of cases, as indeed | dve experie

cludes working with individuals who bring such a variety of gifts and skills to serve a common cause and
with an uncommon spirit of goodlill! In any given month, | and members of this congregation are di-

rectly affected by the service of a minimum of 80 volunteers who freely, energetically, thoughtfully, give a
portion of their time and skill to shape this place into a nurturing and serving community of Christ. Right

this minute | dm saying a prayer of gratitude for
that has been malfunctioning since | arrived nearly two years ago! He heard about the problem and with
an engineerds mind and a servantods heart, he fi X
Oh, how easy for clergy to shift into the compl a
stresses and strains and frustrations unique to this profession, but we ministers are also a bunch of
0Olucky ducks. 6 Thank you, authors Lillian and M

Grace and peace,

Debbie
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Special Presentation!
Rev. Debbie Chase, Malawi Missionary
Wednesday, MAY 26, 2010
10:00 am 8 12:30 pm
Presentation, Conversation, Lunch!

New Orleans Mission Trip

The three of us, Steve Cowen, Beth
Hood and Shirley Pearson, re-
turned home after spending the
week of March 814, in New Or-
leans building new houses on

Ferry Place. We framed out win-
dows, caulked, painted, installed
insulation, hung siding, built
porches and installed F channels and soffits under
roof eaves.

Mark your calendars for a Wednesday
morning opportunity to hear Rev. Debbie
Chase at a special program at Leesburg
Presbyterian Church. Rev. Chase is a Pres-
byterian minister and missionary on brief
sabbatical from her work in Malawi. She is
sponsored by the National Capital Presby-
tery/Global Mission Committee, and will
be coming to share her experiences in
Malawi with us.

rad Pittds houses, Harr

Vi Rdv.aChase hasbeen andes dppointment c o
as a mission caworker since 1999. She
serves as an administrator and lecturer at
the University of Livingstonia, College of
Theology. From September 1999 until
March 2003 she served as a clergy advi-
sor to the Synod on
experiences are vast and this should be
an exciting and informative morning. Infor-
mation and letters from Rev. Deborah A.
Chase can be found at PC(USMission
ConnectionsMission Worker-Rev. Deb-

orah A. Chase

We had a tour of the city, provided by our host volun-
teer guides from St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian
Church. We saw some of
Connick, Jr.®86s Musicians
the ninth ward. We stopped at a freshly restored Star-
bucks, which was painted a light cream color with
light brown trim. Up from the ground about-8 feet is

a brown stripe around the building to remember the
water mark left behind from the flooding.

ery
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Since Hurricane Katrina struck, 2.1 million volunteers
have gone to Mississippi and Louisiana to rebuild.
The volunteers are credited with saving the cities. It
was a rewarding experience, and the people were
constantly thanking us for coming.

SG S hs

There will be a presentation/discussion
followed by a light luncheon. Please join

the Leesburg Presbyterian Church and the

a1 Yigsion and Witnegs Comaitieqinwel: -y,

coming hér to our church. Reserve your

seat at the table before May 20, by con-
tacting Pat Kropp or Kathi Stone or by

calling the church office 703777-4163.

We thank the Mission & Witness Committee and the
Presbyterian Women for helping to fund the trip.

Next yeards trip is sche ch

28, 2011.

CROP HUNGER WALK
On behalf of our 6th annual | (<85> <85> < 8> <8p> <85> <85> <85> <85

Western Loudoun Crop Hunger

E

Walk Team, | want to thank the s 42 » Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!

walkers and sponsors of Lees- & 0
2

burg Presbyterian Church for
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e
= The OGHS offering which was collected on

;hei;gtégpv?/rt Iif tC\? (?]ctgber 'O c:. Easter Sunday totaled $2,320.00 Thank
S, alk. vve had our @ 4 you all for your generosity.

best year since we began in 2004, with 119 walkers ' Syante
bringing in a total of $29,630.68! The 2010 Walk will

take place on Sunday October 24, at 2:00 p.m. at the

Purcellville Train Station! Save the date! Deadline for June Newsletter: May 16, 2010
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Circle |

Circle One met April 8, for a
time of lively study and discus-
sion as we read together chap-
ters four and five of the
Joshua study. Drop in and join
us when we next get together

t >r.|g\ ),
V7 II’G.' '.' iy

on May 13 at LPC.

Contact Laura Herring at 7077 -7639 if you have
any questions.

Emma Clemens and Ruth Circles

Emma Clemens and Ruth Circlesill meet on Wednes-
day, May 5th, at 7:30 pm in the church library. This

year we are studying the book of Joshua.
4 S
i
Meredith McMath, author of Pella's
Angel, and in April we were joined

by Harry Marsh, who worked as a journalist in Civil
Rights era Mississippi, the setting of The Help.

LPC Book Club

We've had an enjoyable couple
month's worth of meetings with
special guests. In March we
met local writer and historian

With snowdates and calendar juggling behind us,
we're now back to our regular schedule, meeting at
9:30 on second Fridays in the church

lounge. Please join us for fellowship and discus-
sion. Contact Jennifer Marsh with any questions
(703-779-0042, [mcleanmarsh@hotmail.com).

May 14: Shanghai Girls by Lisa See

June 11: The Forgotten Garden by Kate Mor-
ton, book selection for June. At the June meeting
we will discuss our reading list for the Fall. Bring
your suggestions!

Thank You from Tom Chase

Tom Chase sends his thanks to many of the Dea-=
cons and other members of LPC for their kindness,
during his recuperation. "

News from the Session I

Members of the Session in 2010 are Jim Barnes (Clerk), Stuaht
Brown, Frank Gasperini, Jason Hovda, William Marsh, DonitaI
Petersen, Pam Poisson, Holly Rhodes, Chuck Rodgers, John

Sawyer, Beth Shockley, Kathi Stone and Bill Wingardner. Rey.
Debbie Persons serves as Moderator. 1
Among actions taken by the Session in April: |

Approved the baptisms of Douglas, Jennifer, Calvin, Jackd
son and Spencer Sweeney on May 30, 2010.

Authorized a silent auction on April 25 for the youth to
raise funds for their mission trip.

Elected Elder Pam Poisson to serve as Church Treasuren
Helen Taylor has been authorized to sign checks for |
the church.

The Session offered commendations for:

Stuart Brown, Mary Hunter Leach and Becky Sweet for
their leadership in the fabulous Living Last Supper o
Maundy Thursday;

—— e ———— —

i Karen Werner for doing a great job with Palm Sunday and
Easter Activities, and for being named Educator of the Year fdr
the East Region by the Association of Presbyterian Church Edu-
ca
I
ke

ators; and |

Julie Koochagian for taking on the role of church book- I

eeper in addition to her other responsibilities, and for filling i
as church secretary while Denise Weidele was recovering fro

Thank You
Dear LPC Staff and Friends,
Thank you for the beautiful flowers and the many cards

and phone calls | received from all of you after my
shoulder surgery.

Hopefully, we wondt have
LPC! We now have a can of WD on the office shelf. H
Il
i
Thanks so much! Youdre a \Hv
tion! OH
Denise Weidele H
JJ
ST S S S S S S S S S S S S S S |

Deadline for June Newsletter: May 16, 2010
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Our Interim C.E. Directadd EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR OF EASTERN REGION!

At the national meeting of the Association of Presbyterian Church Christian
Educators, our interim director was completely surprised when she was an-
nounced as the Educator of the Year of the Eastern Region of the United
States! We at Leesburg Presbyterian have benefitted so much this past year
from Karends experience, wi sdom, skil
tual formation! Below are some excerpts of remarks shared with those gath-
ered for the national meeting in Nashville.

Karen retired last year after serving in National Capital Presbytery for over 25
years. Karen has not only served churches spectacularly as their educdtor
she is one of those people who never loses track of the details and has a
sense for programming that is indeed nurturing of faiffibut she has served
the larger church in a number of significant ways.

Nati onal Capital Presbytery has an active educators?o
that group and has, through the years, assisted so many educators to work creatively in their own churches. She
has a sympathetic ear and plenty of ideas for approaching problems that every church encounters.

Karen has written valuable curricula herself and has carried this work into world mission. She was one of eight
educators who traveled to Beirut to offer continuing education courses at the Near East School of Theology.

One of Karends deepest passions is the Godly Play p
Godly Play teachers and have offered training to others in National Capital Presbytery. She believes that this pro-
gram offers the best introduction to worship for children!

Karen serves on Presbyteryds Committee on Ministry,
league groups and spiritual support to pastors and educators, and has been an advocate for fair and just employ-
ment practices with Christian educators. She has also served as the President of the Eastern Region of APCE.

Karen is one of the gentlest souls | have ever met and a quiet, but fierce defender of the importance of nurturing
our children in the church. She is a gift to the community of educators and a blessing to the church.

How proud we are of Karen and grateful that she has been among us nurturing our children and their teachers!!

CHURCH SCHOOL
REMINDERS 2010 New Orleans Mission
Trip Presentation on Sunday, May 16

Volunteers Needed for Sharéhe-Care

The Sharethe-Care program during the 11:00 am On May 16, during both worship services, the
worship services needs Youth and Adult volunteers [l mission and Witness Committee will show a

for April, May & June. This program is for brief visual presentation of the 2010 Katrina
Children age 4 through grade 1 every Sunday Recovery Team Mission Trip to New Or-

following Time with Children. All materials are pro- leans. You will see the near completion of the

vided...we just need YOU. Call Karen Werner. :
] work site on Ferry Place and how New Orleans
continues to recover!

Deadline for May Newsletter: April 18, 2010
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Vacation Bible School
July 12 #A 16, 2010

We are looking forward to an exciting Vacation Bible School experience for your children this year!

Through multi -sensory activities, kids practice, learn and experience the joy and adventure of being

part of Godds community. BiaFaye thé Zeldd, Ansy thé Monlkey, Bud thee r  f r |
Elephant, Sam the Meerkat and Jonathan the Giraffe i will delight your kids and remind them of the

Bible lessons they learned at VBS. The theme word of the day is printed on each critter so kids will

remember to trust, love, follow, care and share as children of God.

Every day at Baobab Blast features five different activity sites that encourage imagination and crea-
tivity: Madagascar Music, Kalahari Crafts, Grassland Games, Savannah Storytelling, and Serengeti Sci-
ence.

Be sure to register your kids as soon as possible. Registration will begin on Sunday, April 25.

| t s Not Just Your Ki dés Su

Two last stops to explore on the 2009-1/ 0 / @ct ks Bgtgbg R
sqgho- €

Small Group Book Study Drhe Misunderstood Jew. Stay the course and
continue on with the John Sawyer as he leads the discussion of Jewish
scholar Amy-I1 h k k K d u hrnedvgsundesstoadjJeww . As one book re-

viewer stated: Levine shows how Christians often misunderstand Judaism in
general, misunderstand the New Testament in particular, and thus yank Je-

rtr nts ne ghr I dvhrg bnmsdwshKduhmd n
of who Jesus was and what he taught. A Jewish scholar, Ms. Levine is the

E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Professor of New Testament Studies at
Vanderbilt University Divinity School. Class meets in the parlor/lounge.

Understanding Palestine/Understanding Israel. Head in a different direc-
tion and take another look at the subjects of Palestine and Israel. Two stud-
ies, two perspectives, one piece of land. Mark Herring will lead the Thought-
ful Christian study series that convey that there is more than one position
held by Palestinians and Israeli Jews and why it matters to us. Class begins
May 2 and meets in Fellowship Hall.

Deadline for June Newsletter: May 16, 2010



